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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Palladian style stuccoed building of three stories with stone
quoins and string courses. Other features include a gable roof, iron
grates, first floor windows and doors within recessed arches, and
gable parapets with coping and raised center section. A semielliptical
gable recessment contains date of construction.

Interior - brick vaulted ceiling. Downstairs hall runs length of
the building and separates the jailer's quarters from prison rooms for
debtors. Doors to these rooms are made of double layers of heavy
plank. The hinges are about three feet in length.

The upstairs, which is entered through a heavy door at the stair
landing and another at the top of the staircase, is used for prisoners.
This floor has barred cages in the center, permitting free circulation

of air.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Lancaster County Jail, relatiyvely unaltered, is a significant
example of Robert Mills architecture and reflects his innoyvatiye
ideas on the proper construction of penal institutions.

Although Mills never signed his buildings and often failed to
sign his plans, the following characteristics and facts all sub-
stantiate the 1823 Lancaster County Jail to be of his design:

1. Mills advocated free circulation of air in jail construction.

This was achieved in Lancaster Jail through the placing of barred

cages for prisoners in the middle of a room.

2. Absence of a dungeon reflects another Mills innoyation in

penal reform, ,

3. Mills advocated that the carekeepers apartment be placed to

overlook the most important parts of the building. The apartment

of Lancaster County Jail is on the first floor.

4. Classifying of prisoners according to the crime was a Mills

recommendation for jail reform. In the Lancaster Jail, prison

rooms for debtors were on the first floor; other cells were on
the second floor.

5. Interior brick vaults, a Mills characteristic.

6. Mills was a member of the Board of Public Works for the State

of South Carolina from 1820-1830. He was referred to in public

documents of that period as "State Engineer and Architect" although

he signed official papers exactly as other members of the Board
"Acting Commissioner."
7£§\Char1es C. Wilson in his bulletin, Robert Mills Architect,

states the public buildings in South Carolina erected from 1820-1830

were, doubtless, all designed by Mills.
8. In the Courier (Charleston) February 28, 1822, an advertisement
signed Robert Mills, Acting Commissioner, Board of Public Works,
invites proposals for the erection of court houses at Kingstree,

Newberry, Yorkville and Greenville, and jails at Union, Spartanburg,

Lancaster and Yorkville.

The Lancaster County Jail remains much as originally planned and
exhibits handhewn stone work. W. W. Alsobrook was the contractor.
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